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Compelled to follow our belief about the importance of keeping
denmcraw alive for future generations, 1994 proved to be a progressive
year. The Voter's Choice 1999 profiles the leap in technology, the excite-
ment of youth voter outreach: and the emphasis on voter education

attained in Arkansas,

Talk Back.. Vote launched in August as a 4-year project to encour
ﬂge vnmh participation in Wimb We recognize that d"erlghuul history

. voul hi'u] idealism has re-awakened society and nudged it forward 1o new

realizations. The vouth of today are stewards of tomarrow. Their voices
must be. and will bé, heard! - '

My office continues to build on our heritage of service. We strive
to invigorate Arkansans to put democracy into action and vote, while
assuring the integrity of elections data. One way we sought to fulfill these
ideals was through the investment in upgraded hardware and software for
the offices of County Clerks statewide.

L Pure and simple leadership. Pure and simple progress in technol-
ogy. Pure and simple voter outreach and education. Let us share the
goal of increasing opportumities for Arkansans to become more involved
in the election process. Only pure and simple democracy allows for full

participation.
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1999 Technology Strides...
Pure and Simple Progress

Through a legislative allocation of $1.9 million. Sharon Priest implement-
ed a massive statewide upgrade project to advance the overall manage-
ment of voter services in Arkansas. First, the office replaced every piece
of hardware in the offices of County Clerks statewide with Dell Pentium
I servers and workstations and new Hewlett Packard laser jet printers.
Hardware deployment to the counties began in August of 1948 and con:
tinued through early Movember,

Next, the existing CMIS Voter Management software was upgraded to its.
newest version, running on an Access 2000 platform. CMID, an
Arkansas software vendor, conducted training sessions at the State
Capitol ﬁi‘__'pr all County Clerks on the new soltware. Follow-up training on
specific arcas of the software will be scheduled in 2000, after the County
Clerks have been able to utilize their upgraded software for a few months.
Change is always difficult, and this project proved to be no exception to
that rule. However, the Secretary of State continues to be committed to
"an electronic state."

The next step in the pracess was to achieve internet connectivity for all
County Clerks: This was certainly no easy task, as no single internet ser-
vice provider (ISP) maintained a "footprint” over the entire state of
Arkansas. After two months of communication with twelve (12) phone
companies and nineteen (19) ISPs, the County Clerks were online by
September, 1999, This leap in communication has allowed greater public
access to the County Clerks, has facilitated communication between the

v of State and the Clerks and between the Clerks themselves.

Because of the transition (o new software and hardware, the Voter
Services Help Desk staff, troubleshooting the statewide software, grew
and reorganized. The department took over management of the
statewide servers, sending and receiving data from the counties, This
reorganization has been successful in providing more personal, direct and
efficient service to the counties.

Finally, Moter Services began offering the statewide voter registration data
on Cdrom as well as on Zip™ Disk. Costs for the data file are $2.50 and
$10.00 respectively, the least expensive in the nation. The data is also
avajighle in a generic ASCII text file by Congressional, State
Representative and State Senate Districts.

At the clese of 1999, keeping pace with technology was a work in
progress at the Secretary of State’s Office. With the continued partner-
':iﬁ.!ri and cooperation of the County Clerks, the foundation has been laid
for better governance of the voler management process.
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Talk Back.. Vote

Voter Outreach
Pure and Simple in 1999

What can be purer and simpler than asking what someone wants and
then providing it? This is exactly what Sharon Priest did in 999 with the
largest group of non-vaters in the state: 1824 vear olds!

Whereas in 1998, this age group comprised 7% of the state’s regdistered
voters, it only comprised 3.75% of those who voted that vear. This infor
mation, coupled with the youth outreach priority set by the NASS New
Millennium Project, convinced Secretary Priest that strides must be made
in this area in Arkansas. ;

Arkansans may be proud that their state is now a national leader in youth
campaigns with its "Talk Back.. Vote" project. The project launched in
August, 1994 with the release of a 20-minute video with kids talking to
kids about voting. It was unscripted. hosted by Craig O'Neal, cast with 16
teenagers and endorsed by the Arkansas Board of Education. The pro-
ject has evolved into:

Talk Back...Vote

« Talk Back..the Video

» 505 Onsite

= Talk Back...to Sharon (2000)

+ Talk Back . to the Candidates (2000)

* The project ook on a life of its own in 1999, With the distribution of the

videa to all 350 high schools in the state, requests for Secretary Priest
and 505 Onsite in the high schools, technical schools and colleges rose
sharply. Acceleration will occur in 2000 as a presidential election year,

S08S continues to work closely with the Department of Mator Vehicles
and has plans in 2000 o contact all 18 vear old drivers, urging them to
register and vote. At the close of 1999, over 41,000 Arkansas drivers
were |8, During that same vear, a mere 6,000 18 vear olds registered to
Vale.

SOS also plans a parental campaign for 2000, since non-voting parents
have non-voting children. Talk Back..to the Candidates will provide a

forum for teenagers and candidates statewide by Congressional District,
The teenagers told Secretary Priest that they wanted the candidates o

 ftalk to them. Talk Back..Vote is a direct answer to that request of young

people, pure and simple.



Pure and Simple Voter Education
in 1999

"vote notes"

Voter education is a very difficult area, especially since election laws can

seemn confusing,  Simple procedures like absentee voting can seem diffi-

cult when explained over the phone. in a letter. or by email, - With registra-

tion and voting alternatives growing all the time, the only simple answer

was to publish a cumpfehensive and all-inclusive voter handbook. No pre-
- vious model was ::Iwﬂilai:lﬁ-., so the publication had to be totally unique in

approach.

Since its publication and release, the small and simple hand-held "vote
notes" has proven very popular as a resource for Arkansans about voter
registration and its desired outcome: voting, the purest exercise of choice

that we have as Americans,
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i 18 & Older Registered Voters | % of Residents
COUNTY Population 9/99* 12/31/99 Registered 1999
Arkansas 15246 11,338 T4%
Ashley ol 17,750 14,008 TE%
Banbar 28,304 RN B4%%
[Barion 1K).458 TH.748) TR
_ |Bocre 24,147, 20,857 Bt
1@ B2 6,503 7%
Calhoun 4201 3600 5%
Carrol 17113 13,922 TR
liShicot 10,348 &010 TT%
Clerk 17123 13,301 7E%
oy 13,365 10,152 76%
Clablime 16,138 ; u_wEf 2%
Cleveland - B30 4,908 TE%
Celumba 18,747, 14,556 BO%
Conmwaly B 14,849 12,208 2%
Creighead 8511 471,20 4]
Ciranwlord 35.E72 25,785 2%
Cofterdan. M.577 26.204] TES,
Cross 13,810 10,300 T5%
LV Dallas 6,761 5425 BEH
|oesha 0520 8414 0%
. [Drew 12782 075 6%
[Fauthner 58 257 45,458 B
. |Franklin 12,456 9,383 75%
|Fulion 464 7,325 BT
Garlgnd BB,550 568,322 B
iarant 11,743 5,618 7a%|
Greana 27,220 20,745 TE%
|Hampstaan 16,145 1293 5%
|HotSpring: 21701 17.258 £i0r%
< [Howard 5584 1187 2%
{Independence 24,568 18,475 5%
Iz 10312 7,953 7%
inckenn 13545 10,695 8%
-~ |defterson 50,498 A6 565, 8%
Johvson 16,106 11,658 [
|Lafayate G544 5437 B35
‘[Lawrence 13145 10,220 7%
{Lee 82640 7,188 3%
Lincain 10845 B.778 62%
Little River 9,680, 8,387 BT%]
Logan 15,565 12,879 A3%
Lonoke 36,580 27,687 Fat%
|MBdison g7i0| A7a¢ 0%,
[Merion 11,855 9537 w,
[Milier 28420 20,799 TO%
IMizsiesipni 3501 20903 T1%)
Moiroe 7269 - 5017 T
Mantgomary 6,720 5483 B2%
Mevadas 7.354 B4 B3%
Newlon™ 5 06| 6,193 104%
|Ounchis 201,429 20,049 2%
|Pamy 7,206 6357 BE%
Phiips: 18214 17240 ossl
Pl 788 £.106 i
Pomsett 18,301 12570 7%
Polk.ale® 14,628 11,2096 md
i T 3mAE 30,807 80%
Prairis 7,072 5,628 0%
|Puiaski 260,872 21,583 B5%
[Randoiph” 14,378 8675 %
Ralin 56501 47.205 3%
Scolt 019 7,480 038,
|seamy™ 5433 6,165 104%,
p a A e 5 i X
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[saviar 0,747 883 B4
Sharp 13,2580 10570 82%
St Francs 18,478 16,774 BT%
Siona ] 7458 AT%
Unilon 33,77 24,806 T5%.
WianBunen 12178 10428 BE%
Washington 103,974 7748 5%
Whites 46,848 7,308 775
Woodiull G40 o, T3 4%
el 14,275 10,460 T35
Nultlrregular Dats q

|TOTALS 1,884,582 1,502,146 80%

*Prepare by LIALR Bemorponhic Bemeanh Cfice. Instiute for Eeansmie Asvancamant
**hegtsnalion & over 100% indicates prabeable ovemslimofion in VAP
STt Ilnrnol Releosn Dol 97 15,2000

" never vote for anyone.
| always vote against."s

W. C. Fields



Registration During 1999...

Owrerall registration in Arkansas grew only 1% during the yvear. 57,062
Arkansans registered, while 37,727 were canceled from the rolls. Since
the inception of NVRA in 1996, the rolls have grown by 28%. Highest
growth (over 40%) to date exists in the following counties: Johnson,
Benton. Faulkner, Lonoke, and Washington.

MNoane specific age group registered in greater numbers than another
during the year, allowing the 50+ group to maintain its lead in Arkansas
“at 44 6% of voters. The IS Census reports that 18 to 24 year olds have
reversed their decline in numbers which began in 1981, In 1998, the
largest group of registrants was 25 to 44 years. However, as the Baby
Boomers move into the 50+ group. the scales are quickly shifting,

Age Demographics
of 1999 Registrants

-

AGEGROUPS TOTAL

18 to 24 Years 14,345

25 to 35 Years 14,735

36 lo 50 Years 14,287

I 50+ Years 13,663
Unknown* 32

TOTAL

57,062

Linknown®
0%

1810 24 Years
25%

A0+ Years
24%

) 1

25 1o 35 Yedrs

36 1o 60 Years 268

25%

|
|
==
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Age Demographics of all
Arkansas Registered Voters

AGE GROUPS TOTAL
18 - 24 Years 92,869
25 - 35 Years 290,680
36 - 50 Years 448 432

50+ Years 669,384
" Unknown* 781
TOTAL 1,502,146

= s N |

Unknown*® 18 - 24 Yaars
0% B4

26 - 35 Years
18%

50+ Years
45%
38 - 50 Years
0%
*Doo o ireecular-or nudl dater o birth walues i dasshase
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NVRA Data

Applicants choosing o send their voter registration information to their
County Clerks offices electronically from Driver Services offices virtually
doubled in 1999 from the previous year. Correspondingly, those "walking
in" to their local county courthouses to apply to register to vote was
roughly one-hall of 1998's figure. The power of the National Voter
Registration Act is definitely being exercised by Arkansans in their choice
to combine renewing their drivers licenses with applving to register.

NVRA Data 1999

NVRA Data 1999

| Total Applications Processed b y County

Clerks 70,033
|New Registration Applications 60,692 BEGE%
Address Change Applications 7,803] 11.14%
[Name Change Applications 1,504 2.15%
|Party Change Applications 24 0.05%
Applications Processed as Duplicates H 1.04%,
Applications Placed In Pending 505 0.72%
Applications Declined 876 1.25%
Applications with Null Status ey 0.32%

A one Processod by SOS Mall Reom or
Electronically from DMV 58,632 83.72%

Sources of All Applications Processed by

County Clerks (State Agencies, efc.) 70,033|

Disability Agencies = 267 0.38%
Driver Services Liconso Related 29,647 42.33%
DOriver Services Non-License Related 2,027 ZEX%
Mail-ins to SOS Non-Agancy 13,741 19.62%
Recruitment Offices 145 0.21%
Matlonal Guard i) 0.10%
Public Assistance Agencias 4,234 6.05%
Voter Registration Drives 1,406 2.01%
County Clerk Walk-Ins 17,214 24.58%
No Agency Source ldentified 24 0.03%
Public Libraries & Arkansas State Library 1,257 1.79%
Declinations 805,447

Disability Agencies 17,764| 221%
Driver Services and Revenue 738,371 81.67%
Racrultment Offices 1]} 0.00%
|National Guard 36| 0.00%
Public Assistance Agencies 44,085 0
Public Libraries & Arkansas State Library 5,181 0.64%




General Issues

NVRA introduced two types of "status” to voters in 1996: active and
imactive. A County Clerk may assign an "inactive”" status (o a voter il 1)
the voter does not respond to a piece of correspondence or 2) if a mailing
is returned to the Clerk as undeliverable.  Inactive voters grew by 81% this
Vear, due to the second address confirmation evele since NVRA and to
routine data cleanup. Inactive voters may reactivate their staluses simply
by voting or by corresponding with their Clerks. Otherwise. after a
voler s status is inactivated, he faces cancellation after failing o vote in
two consecutive federal general elections.

If a county reflects a negative number in registration growth, then the
county has clearly engaged in essential data cleanup with little growth for
the vear.

Affiliation with a political party continues to be unpopular with voter reg:
istrants, Only 7.65% of the 1999 registrants declared a party affiliation.
The overall Arkansas figure remains low at 3.15% of voters declaring
themselves as either Democrats or Republicans.

NVRA Agencies in Arkansas

Arkanzas Dapartmant of Education, Rehabilitation Services

Arkanses Depardment of Education, School for the Blind

Arkansas Department of Education, School for the Deaf

Arkansas Spinal Cord Comimission

Department of Human Sendces, Developmental Disabillties Sarvices
Departmant af Human Sarvices, Divigion af Mantal Health

Department of Human Services, Division of Services for the Blind
Deapartmaeant of Human Services, Medicaid

Department of Human Services, Ald 1o Families with Dependant Children (AFDEC)
Dapartment of Human Services; Food Stamp Program

Department of Hurman Services, Children and Medical Sarvices
Department of Human Services, Division of Childran and Family Sarvices
Arkansas Department of Health, Women, Infants and Children (WIC)

" Arkansas State Library
Arkansas Stata Library, Sarvices for tha Blind and Physically Hendicapped

Arkansas Public Libraries

Arkanzas Mational Guard

Recrultment Offices of the Armed Forces of the United Statos
Deapartment of Molor Vehicles

DEp_HdnmntulFinanue and Administration
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~ General Election Voter Turnou
Comparisons from 1972

Year

Voter Turnout %

68.90%
54.70%
71.20%
51.00%
77.00%
70.70%
76.40%
56.60%
68.80%
57.10%
72.10%
~ 56.20%
64.57%

47.98%

Registered
Voters

539,871
‘996,885
1,020,533
1,047 453
1,076,654
1,116,082
1,159,588
1,227,575

1,203,016

1,218,525
1,317.944
1,274,885
1,369,450
1,471,413

Turnout

-648,069

545,947

726,963

534,299

838,926

789,351

-886,548

695,487
827,738
696.310

950,853 -

719,550
884,262
706,011

Gubernatarial
Gubernatarial
Cubernatarial
Gubernatarial
Gubsarnatoria

Gubernatarial
Gubearnataorial

Gubernatorial
Prasidential
Gubernatorial

Presidential
Gubernatorial




P" May Primary Voter Turnout

Compansons from 1972

Voter Turnout %

52.50%
58,70%
53.40%
55.10%
42.10%
52.00%

“44.10%
45.90%
48.40%
49.40%
46.80%
33.80%
25.61%
26.02%

Voters

939,571

996,985
1,020,533
1,047 453
1,076,654
1,116,082
1,159,588
1,188,831
1,170,107
1,171,027
1,191,000
1,222,840
1,282,364
1,435,722

Tumout

493,500

585,378
548,765
577,870
453,583
580,472
511,361
543,740
565,848
578,123
557,493
413,150

343,203

373,578

Basis for
percentage
.5, Senale
U.S, Sanate
Gubernatorial
U.5. Senate
Gubernatorial
Gubernatorial
Gubernatorial

Gubernatorial

Presidential

Gubernatorial -

Presidential
Ally GentGav
Presidential

U.S. Senate
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Hat Spring County Clerk
Carole Burns

210 Locust

County Courthouse

Malvern, AR 72104

a0 1-552-2291

Fax 5013322881
hotspringelerki@arcounties com

Howard County &2 Probate Clerk
Shirley Dildy

421 N. Main Strect Courthouise
Mashville, AR 71852
870-545-7502

FFax 870-345-7504
howardelerk@arcounties.com

Independence County Clerk
Margaret Boothby

192 East Main Street
Bateswlle, AR 72501
870-7935-8824

Fax B70-795-8805

independenceclerh@arcounties. com

Lzard County @2 Circnit Clerk
Rhonda Halbraok

PO, Box 95

Courthouse - Main St
Melbourne, AR 72556
A70-368-4516

Fax B70-368-4748
izardelerki@arcountios.com

dackson County Clerk
Paulettz Dunn

208 Main St.. Courthouse
Newport, AR 72112
B70-523.7420

Fax 870-525.7404
jacksoncledi@arcounties.com

defferson County @2 Probate Clerk
Helen MeClintan Bradley

PO, Box 6317

Pine Bluff, AR 71611

870-541-5522

Fax 870-541-5524
jelfersonclerk@arcounties com

dohnson County Clerk

Kathy Pitts

PO Do A7

Clarksville, AR 72830

a0 1-774.3967

Fax 501754 2286
johnsonclerk@arcounties com

Lafayette County ‘%2 Prohate Clerk
Diane Fletcher

#2 Courthouse Scuare

Lewisville, AR 71845

870-921-4833

Fax B70-921-4505 (Judge's Office)
lafavetteclerk@arcounties.com

Lawrence County Clerk

Billie Gail Dunlap

PO Box 526

Walnut Ridge, AR 72476
B70886-1111

Fax 870-886-1122
lawrencederh@arcounties.com

Lee County @2 Probate Clerk
Par Wilson

15 E Chestnul Streel, Room 4
Marianna, AR 72360
B70-2595-77 15

Fax 870-205.7766
leeclerk@arcounties. com

Lincoln County Clerk
Phyllis Hnight

200 South Drew Street
Star City, AR 71667
AT0-628:51 14

Fax 870-628-5546
lincolnclerk@arcounties com

Little River County Clerk
Linda Coleman

301 North 2nd Street
Ashdown, AR 71822
870-898-7208

Fax 870-808-7207
littleriverclerk@arcounties.com

Logan County Clerk
Linda Core

#25 Courthouse
Paris, AR 72855
a01-963-2G18

Fax 50-063-2590

loganclerh@arcounties.com

Lonoke County 22 Probate Clerk
Prucdie Percefull

PO, Box 188

Ared ‘R Center

Lonoke, AR 72086

A01-676-2368 or 3020

Fax S01-676-3038 (dudge's Office)
lonokecterk@arcounties.com
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Pape County Clerk

Don dohnsen

102 W Main St. Suite 6
Ruasellville, AR 72801
S01-968-6064

Fax S01-067-280(
popeclerk@arcountios com

Prairie County 42 Circuit Clerk
Haran Tate

Box 1011

Des Arc. AR 72040
870-256-9434

Fax &70-256-4434
prairicclerk@arcounties.com

r F'I.llashl County T2 Cireut Clerk

Carolyn Staley

P.O. Box 2659

401 West Marlktham, Suite 100
Little Roch. AR 722032659
Al1-340-B683 or 8500

Fax A01-540-8340
pulaskicler@arcounties.com

-Randolph County Clerk
107 W, Broadway, Courthouse
_Pocahontas, AR 72455
B71-892 5829
Fax B70-R92-8794
randolphelerdi@arcountivs.com

Saline County Clerk
Freddy Burton

215 North Man, Suite 9
Benton: AR 72015

S(H 305 al50

Fax A01-305-5684

salineclerk@arcounties.com

Scott County @2 Circuit Clerk
Martha E. Hankins -

100 W. Ist. Box 10

Waldron, AR 72858

a0 1-657-2542

Fax 5016374199
scottelerk@arconnties com

Searcy County Clerk
Wesley Smith

PO Box 008

Marshall, AR 72650
B70-448-53807

Fax 870:448-5005
searcyclerk@arcounties com

Sebastian County @2 Probate Clerk
Doriz M. Tare

PO Box 1087

35 5 Bth 5t Suite 102

Fort Smath, AR 72902
A01-782-5065

Fax 501-784-1567

E.Eha._atianc[crh@arc-ﬁuntics.mm

Sevier County Clerk
Sandra Dunn
118 M. 3rd St, Room 102

. Courthouse

DeCueen. AL 71832
870-642.2852
Fax B70.642-3800

sevierclerk@arcounties.com

Sharp County 8 Circuit Clerk
Tommy Estes

PO Box 07

Ash Flat AR 72518
B70-904.7361

Fax 870-004.7712 -

sharpelerk@arcountics com

S Francis County 42 Probate Clerk
Dick Krablin

PO Box 1653

Forrest City, AR 72336
B70-26G1-1725

Faze 87068301210
stirancisclerh@arcounties.com

Stone County ‘22, Circuit Clevk:
Donna Wilson

HCT 1, Box |

Mouneain View, AR 72560
B70-264-5550

Fax 870-269-2303
stoneclerh@arcounties.com

" Union County Clerk

Connle Chandler

101 Morth Washington, Suite 102
El Dorado, AR 71730
3?031}’94!}10

Fax B70-864-1927

unionclerk@arcounties com

Van Buren County ‘@ Circuit Clerk
Maurice Bonds Whillock

Route 6, Box 2549

Clinton- AR 72031

S0 --?4:'3-4 140

Fax a01-745-7400
vanhburenclerkh®@arcounties com









